
 

 

Redistricting Reform – Turning Adversity to Activism 

 

When special interests tried to take over 

Santa Barbara County’s Supervisorial 

Redistricting, through a stealth initiative, 

the local leagues (Santa Barbara and 

Santa Maria) banded together to fight 

the initiative, and along the way helped 

build a coalition that created and 

passed to adopt an alternative measure 

that created a broad based independent 

redistricting commission, largely based 

on the California Statewide Commission.  

This proposal drew heavily from the 

League’s national platform in 

independent redistricting.  

 

The voters of Santa Barbara County agreed with the League’s position, voting 

overwhelmingly to reject the special interest proposal (No on H: 66.94%/Yes 33.06%), and 

adopting the League sponsored Independent Redistricting Commission (Yes on G: 

53.58%/No 46.42%). 

 

Included in this packet is a copy of The League of Women Voters Santa Barbara ballot statement in 

opposition to Measure H, Santa Barbara County’s Ordinance (Measure G) and the Ballot Statement 

in Favor of Measure G. 



ARGUMENT IN OPPOSITION TO MEASURE H2018 

 

The League of Women Voters urges you to vote NO on Measure H2018. 

One hallmark of American democracy is “one person one vote.” Every ten years, we conduct a census 
and redraw political boundaries (redistricting) to equalize population in each district. Measure H2018 will 
change the way Santa Barbara County draws district lines following the upcoming 2020 census and 
beyond.  

The League of Women Voters has many concerns about Measure H2018, drafted without any public 
input by a new organization called “Reason In Government”.   

The League of Women Voters believes responsibility for redistricting should be vested in an independent 
commission that reflects the diversity of the community. Measure H2018 provides no assurances that the  
commission it proposes will be reflective of the community.  

Measure H2018 establishes a complex selection process which enhances the power of the two major 
political parties at the expense of minor party members and the growing number of non-partisan voters 
who decline to state a party preference.  

In 2016, the League of Women Voters US adopted a Position on Redistricting which emphasizes that 
redistricting plans should require more than a simple majority vote. 

Measure H2018 Commission would have only five members, chosen by lottery, with no specific skills. A 
quorum is only three members. Only a simple majority is required by Measure H2018 to adopt new 
boundaries. This is bad public policy!   

League of Women Voters US policy states that redistricting at all levels of government must be 
accomplished in an open, unbiased manner with citizen participation and access at all levels and steps of 
the process.   

Measure H2018 requires only one public meeting in each of the five existing districts before the final 
hearing when the new districts are adopted.  

The League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara respectfully asks that you vote NO on Measure 
H2018. 

For more information on the League of Women Voters’ Positions visit: 
https://www.lwv.org/redistricting/lwvus-position-redistricting  

 

Lindsey Baker, Co-President 
League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara  

https://www.lwv.org/redistricting/lwvus-position-redistricting
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COUNTY ORDINANCE TO FORM A CITIZENS' REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
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