
Presentations 
for Impact

Christina Dragonetti
LWVC Director



Results of the 
2015 Annoying 

Powerpoint 
Survey

Dave Paradi: 2015 Annoying Powerpoint Survey



More Than Half of People
feel that half of all presentations are annoying



Most meetings include a 
Presentation



Top 
Annoyances 



72%
Reading Slides Aloud/Full 

Sentences



50.6%
Text Too Small to 

Read/Complex Diagrams



Words Most 
Commonly 

Associated w/ 
Powerpoint



Boring



Long



Death



Most meetings include a 
Presentation
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Audiences expect more…



Design Thoughtfully



1. Move Your 
Audience w/ 

Powerful Visuals



Your Story

Use Visuals that Tell





A plane figure 
with four equal 
straight sides 
and four right 

angles

Textual Description Visual Description





Square

Triangle

Democracy





California Drought



Wrigley Reservoir,
Catalina Island, February 2017





Folsom Lake, California 2015



“No one has seen anything like this: this is 
absolutely the lowest amount of snow on 
record.” Frank Gehrke, California Cooperative Snow Survey Program



Lake County, CA 2015



Luther County, Oklahoma 2015



$$$$ 2.7 Billion 

21,000 Jobs 



Be thoughtful



2. Make Your 
Point in Multiple 

Ways





1 2 3



Extreme Weather
Events:

1980-2016



From 1980-1989

27 extreme weather events costing 
over $1 billion



From 1990 - 1999

48 extreme events over $1 billion



From 2000 to 2009

54 extreme events over $1 billion



From 2010 to 2016

74 extreme events over $1 billion



NOAA 2015
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Extreme Weather Cost Per Event
(In $Billions - CPI adjusted through 2014)

NOAA 2015
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Make a List
(In chronological order) 

Assume you already 
know the topic. 

Write down the first 4 
things you think about 

when starting to 
prepare a presentation 



2. What is important to 
them?

3. Top 3-4 things you
want them to 
remember?

4.  What do you want 
them to do?

1. Who’s the Audience?



3. Know Your 
Audience



Change people’s 
minds by figuring out 
what’s important to them

Present your case on 
their terms 

Hmmm



"I’m half-naked surrounded by the opposite sex.. and 
I feel protected not intimated. I want the same for 

them"





What about millennials?
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The Millennial generation is the biggest in US history 



51

Millennials

Gen X

Boomers

How do you 
communicate with 
others about ideas, 

services or 
products?
Goldman Sachs

When Millennials 
were asked:



52



53

55% of millennials 
watch video 

several times a 
day

55% of Millennials watch multiple videos per day



Use Videos!

2 Minutes!





4. Design to 
Engage Your 

Audience





Beyond the Box 



Beyond the Box 



Tribal Sustainability
Background
�Sustainable Enterprise
�People, Planet, Profit

�EPA GAP funds 
�Other opportunities
�Foundations
�Universities



Sustainable 
Enterprise

People, Planet, Profit

EPA GAP funds

Foundations

Universities



Retention



Figure 1
No Narration

What Makes Waves? 



Figure 2
With Narration

What Makes Waves? 



Figure 3
With Narration

What Makes Waves? 



Figure 1
No Narration

Best Retention?

Figure 2
Narration

Figure 3
Narration



Facts, Charts 
and Tables



July was the hottest Month 
on record in the U.S.

Ever





Daily Heat Records
June – July 2015

Source: NOAA/NCDC

1,875 Records Tied

4,694 Records Broken

Many locations set records more than once



Voter 
Disenfranchisement





We should allow imprisoned 
Americans the right to vote





We should allow imprisoned 
Americans the right to vote



Is this compelling enough?

How about?



Felony disenfranchisement laws established following 
the 15th Amendment - Jim Crow



The larger the black population the more likely a state 
would pass disenfranchisement laws



Manipulation of the ballot was justified to avoid 
“Negro Domination"



The Source

North Carolina



2017



2018
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Drug D
ealers



2 States allow inmates to vote while incarcerated



ME = 94.4% White



VT = 91% White



In 2017 over 6,100,000 Americans can’t vote

Sentencing Project



Why?



Let’s Talk
League of Women Voters
Community Meeting on 

Felon Disenfranchisement 
February 28, 2017



Transitions



Phase in what you have to say

Otherwise people will be reading your slide

And not listening to the points you are trying 
to make

Don’t put it all up there at once



Opening, 
Closing & in 

Between



The First 90 Seconds

Ask question to consider 
their relationship to topic 

Compelling/Interesting 
statistic  

A thousand word picture 

Tell a story 



Words to make people look up from their 
cell phones…

“For example”

“As you can see”

“Raise your hand”

“Make a list”

“Think about”



Make it clear what you want 
them to do  

End with a story, quote or  
vision



Move your audience with powerful visuals

Make your point in multiple ways

Know your audience 

Design to engage your audience

1 2 3



Questions? 



Is there anything preventing 
you from using some or all of 
these techniques?

Which techniques will you 
use in future presentations?

What three techniques 
did you learn today?

Ask your own questions


