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Why NICD? 

Weber Shandwick Civility in America 2013: By the Numbers 



Sandra Day O’Connor 
U.S. Supreme Court 

Justice 

National Advisory Board 

George H. W. Bush 
41st President of  
the United States 

Bill Clinton 
Founder, William J. Clinton 

Foundation 
42nd President of the United 

States 

Thomas A. Daschle 
Former Majority Leader, 

US Senate 



National Advisory Board 



Cornerstones of Our Approach 

Designing transformative experiences  

 

 



Supporting community-based infrastructure 

Cornerstones of Our Approach 



FAITH LEADERS 

POLITICAL CONSULTANTS 

JOURNALISTS MEDIA EXECS 

RESEARCHERS 

Creating a national “network of networks” 
 

Cornerstones of Our Approach 



Initiating research that informs practice 
 

Cornerstones of Our Approach 



Who NICD Works With 
“Civility is sometimes 

derided in the modern 
world, where bluntness 

and even coarseness 
have somehow come to 
be celebrated in many 

quarters. But …civility is 
what allows speech to 

be heard. It is an appeal 
to citizens never to 

express or incite hatred, 
which is more dangerous 
to the country than any 

external enemy.”  

-Father John I. Jenkins, 
President, University of 

Notre Dame 

RESEARCH 

RESEARCH 

RESEARCH 



Next Step:  Forum with Elected 
Officials, Journalists and members 

of the Public 



Working Group for a Working 
Congress 

The Working Group is led by the following  

Republicans and Democrats: 





Next Generation Workshops 



Next Generation Facilitators 



 
Creating Community Solutions 

 



National Dialogue on Mental 
Health 

"Only 40% of people with mental 
illness receive treatment. We would 
not accept that for any other 
disease...." President Obama 

"We have to change hearts and 
minds..." Secretary Sebelius  



Core Strategy 

• Centralized (Lead Cities) 

• Distributed (Community Conversations) 

• Virtual Engagement (Text, Talk, Act) 

 



CreatingCommunitySolutions.org 





Partnering Organizations 

Promotional 
Partners: 

Official Partners: 



Part of a Nationwide Effort 
#TextTalkAct Selfies 



The Results 

• Estimated 14,000 young people 
have joined Text, Talk, Act 

• Ethnically and geographically 
diverse 

• All 50 states 

• According to follow-up surveys: 
– 90% reported an increase in 

understanding 

– 65% reported an increase in their 
level of comfort in talking about 
mental health 

• Over 9.5 million impressions on 
social media for #TextTalkAct 



A conversation on voting 
and political 
engagement…via text 
message! 



Text Talk Vote 

Bit.ly/texttalkvote 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k65qoHfT5NA
http://nicd.arizona.edu/text-talk-vote
http://nicd.arizona.edu/text-talk-vote


  

The greatest challenge in the years 
ahead is to find a way to retain the 
confidence of citizens in the  
legitimacy of government itself. 

 

 

James Q. Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 



Phone: 202-759-9301 
 

THANK YOU! 

National Institute for Civil Discourse 

Email: cjlukensmeyer@email.arizona.edu 

www.nicd.arizona.edu 
 


